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Dear Sponsors and Supporters.

Hello. | send my greetings to you and hope that all is well with you — and wherever you are in
the world, | thank you for your wonderful continuing support, especially during these strange
and challenging times.

Recalling vividly the dreadful quake that struck our own beloved Myanmar not so long ago,
once again, and only a month or so after the Venezuelan quake, we hear of more terrible
news of further earthquakes striking this time in Colombia followed by another quake in
Indonesia - both taking the lives of so many people and leaving once more such dreadful
devastation. And then now, as | am writing to you here, the heartbreaking scenes on the news
reports from Nepal and Tibet of the sudden catastrophic collapse of a glacier, so strong it was
believed to be an earthquake, creating an avalanche of ice rock and causing flash floods and
mudslides where again so many people have lost their lives, their homes and their livelihoods,
and thousands more are missing. They need help desperately. In all this utter darkness, we
must look for a glimmer of light for them, and my thoughts and prayers go out to all those
who have lost so many and so much.

As each month passes and my month end writing is mailed out to you, | begin immediately to
look for any small amount of joy that | can relate to and write about in readiness for the next
edition, that will hopefully maintain your interest and your continued support of us. It is a real
concern for me when there are so many ongoing challenges in Myanmar, meaning the detail |
am able to include will be limited. Ongoing, but immensely important to this is our food aid
programme — which of course is continuing without question, and although my reporting of it
may be somewhat repetitive in its subject matter, | want you to know just how vitally
important it is to those people who have nothing and those who would generally rely so much
on the generosity of donations, as does the Mittarwaddy home, where the elderly residents
would be in such difficulties without our help. My newsletters can only contain a small
number of stories of any great happiness just now, but despite this, | will not give up the
connection | have with you all, because with all hope, things will get better — they must do,
they have to. | am forever hopeful of that, and | thank you for your understanding of the
situation | mention here, because there are times when | could cry with frustration — it is |
suppose, an emotional release. | am not ashamed to cry — and | read in a magazine recently
that tears are a way of shedding what the heart cannot hold — so my newsletters are
challenging for me. | suppose it would be very easy to turn to Al for ‘assistance’ as many
people do — but of course, Al can never have real emotions, it can pretend to have them and
to replicate them in a message to other humans, but of course it can never actually feel
emotions. So, for now, and as long as | am capable, and for as long as | am needed to help
the people of our village and its surroundings and the children of our school by
communicating their situations to you as best | can, then with your understanding, | will do my
best and carry on. | thank you from my heart.

So, this month the theme is going to be entirely student based and | am going to focus on
happy students and happy events covering both young students and older past students from
our school who continue on their education journeys and workplace success, and one story in

particular with an exceptional and uplifting update. Enjoy them all @
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Firstly, | include more pictures of our special little students who continue to attend classes at
our teachers’ homes in Yangon. It is a real joy to see their faces so happily enjoying their
lessons. Happy smiling little beings so keen to learn, many of them so young and starting out
on their own education journeys, each of them coming to their class full of bright eagerness.

Then, | am delighted in so many ways to report of a wonderful success story of one of our
past students who worked so hard and went on to become one of our teachers and then,
successfully applied for a scholarship in Europe just before everything changed in Myanmar.
This is our Aung Win who you will no doubt remember from my past newsletters where | have
included updates from him. We were so immensely happy for him when he told us of his
success having passed his exams and has graduated with excellence from the Education for
Diversity and Inclusion Programme at the Masaryk University in the Czech Republic and is now
preparing to further continue his learning journey and go on to take his Masters degree. We
are so proud of him and wish him every success. | follow with Aung Win’s report and some
pictures too that he has sent over of him accepting his award along with a very short video
link you might wish to look at.

Another of our past super students who | regularly write of is Tun Tun Soe who continues his
teaching role at a school in Yangon. He tells me that after recently completing their July
Chapter End exams, the children were looking forward enthusiastically to their annual sports
day which took place on Tuesday 18™ July when he said that they had all really enjoyed the
activities and that it was super lovely to see them participating, sharing laughter and
competitiveness and having fun together. Tun Tun Soe sends me some pictures from the day.

Then following are two further updates again from our past super students who continue
themselves on their own learning journeys at their universities. Read of Aye Su Aung who
updates us on her continuing educational degree studies and of Hnin Htet Htet Htun who is
progressing her academic studies in Engineering. Both are doing so well and both are
immensely grateful for all the support and encouragement they receive, please do enjoy their
stories.

Next month | will write of our further ongoing food distributions, Thank you for your kind
understanding.

With my love.

Hope is not
pretending that
troubles don’t exist. It
is the hope that they
won’t last forever.

@MINIMALISM MADE SIMPLE.

Tilly Wilkinson
Trustee Administrator

The Andrew Clark Trust is a Registered Charity, Registered in England. Registration No. 1104134
Internet: www.myanmaraid.org.uk / email: admin@myanmar-aid.org



http://www.myanmaraid.org.uk/
mailto:admin@myanmar-aid.org

The Andrew Clark Trust







The Andrew C1a1;§ Trust




The Andrew Clark Trust




-t

The Andrew Clark Trust




The Andrew Clark Trust
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FROM LINTHA VILLAGE TO EUROPE:
MY EDUCATIONAL JOURNEY

When people ask me where | come

from, | always think of Lintha
Village, a small village in Rakhine
State, Myanmar. It is a place
surrounded by nature, stunning
beach and amazing people where
most families, including mine,
depended on farming and fishing
to make a living. Growing up, |
never imagined that one day |
would study and work in different

countries across Europe. .
| have 3 sisters and one brother and none

re ’_u ] ,7!'- - of my older siblings had the chance to go to

school. My parents worked hard to support
us, but opportunities were limited.
Everything changed when my sister heard
-y about the Vera Thomson English School, a
'ﬁ% small charity school that offered free
/%w,, 3 education to children from the very poorest
- . families. Believing it could give me a better
future, my family made the difficult
decision to move to Lintha village so | could
attend the school and continue my
education.
Looking back, that decision changed my
life. At Vera Thomson English School, |
discovered not only a love for learning but
also a passion for the English language. |
still remember sitting in the classroom,
learning new words and imagining places |
had never seen before. The school gave me
confidence, curiosity, and a strong

’
If at ﬁI'St we don L Sl;lcceed " foundation in English. At the time, | did not
tl'y, tl'y, and tl'y again realize that those lessons would one day

help me study abroad and communicate
with people from all over the world. And
most importantly | always remember our
school motto.
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Journey at Masaryk
University

As | grew older, my world gradually became
bigger. One of the most memorable
moments of my school years was being
selected for a six-week exchange program
in the United Kingdom. For a student from a
small village in Myanmar, it felt like
stepping into a completely different world.
That experience showed me that education
could open doors far beyond what | had
ever imagined.

Years later, that same journey brought me
to the Czech Republic. Moving to Europe was
exciting, but it was also one of the biggest
challenges of my life. Everything was
different especially the language, the
culture, and the way people learned and
lived. There were times when | doubted
myself, but | kept moving forward, carrying
with me the lessons | had learned from my
family, my village, and my teachers.

Today, | am proud to have
graduated with excellence from
the Education for Diversity and
Inclusion program at Masaryk
University. As the first university
graduate from my family, | often
think about how unlikely this
journey once seemed. From a
small classroom in rural Myanmar
to lecture halls in Europe, every
step has been possible because of
the opportunities others gave me
and the belief that education can
change lives.

Whenever | look back, | think about that young boy sitting in a classroom at Vera
Thomson English School, dreaming about the world beyond his village. In many
ways, my journey is proof that even the biggest dreams can begin in the smallest
places.
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Here is Aung Win at his graduation day. We are immensely proud of him and send him our
many congratulations. It is especially wonderful to see that he chose to wear a traditional
Burmese outfit to attend this special day.

Please use the link here below to see him at his award ceremony. Control /click to watch and
hear the short but very happy clip of Aung Win being called up to collect his award

https://photos.app.go0.2l/Zyi3vNbedeptfGyzo8
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Educational University Journey Update

Hello. I would like to share my educational journey with you.

| am currently a third-year student in my second semester. As | progress through my studies,
the teaching and learning activities become more challenging and demanding. Besides
acquiring academic knowledge, | am also learning important qualities such as discipline,
responsibility, and teamwork. To become a professional and competent teacher, |
continuously strive to broaden my knowledge by gaining new experiences and improving my
personal and professional skills. For someone like me who is naturally quiet and reserved,
this has been a real challenge. However, it also gives me valuable opportunities to
communicate with experienced people, learn from them and improve the areas where | need
to grow. During last weekend’s training program at the American Center, | had the opportunity
to share my learning experience at VTES as a volunteer. | continue to work on improving my
focus and developing myself throughout my education journey.

Thank you so much for providing me with the necessities and encouragement. Your support
has greatly benefited my learning journey.

With warm Regards. Aye Su Aung

e e o
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Hello,

| hope you are all doing well. | wanted to share an update on what I've been up to lately as | dive
into a new chapter of my academic and personal journey.

Academic Pursuits:

June Progress - On June 1st, | officially commenced the first semester of my fifth year of
engineering studies. The curriculum this semester introduces advanced technical challenges that
are critical to my professional development.

Advanced elective:

| am currently attending specialized lectures on Microwave Engineering, focusing on the principles
of high-frequency electromagnetic fields.

Assignment:

| have completed an assignment analyzing the functionalities of transistors.

Professional Volunteering:

Creative Contribution - In tandem with my academic responsibilities, | have committed to utilizing
my skills for community development. | am currently volunteering as an online Graphic Designer
for a prominent Youth Development Organization.

Appreciation:

I am deeply grateful for your invaluable support. Pursuing higher education would have been
impossible for me without your generous contribution. Thank you.

Hnin Htet Htet Htun




